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Changed Uniform Building Code to International
Building Code. Clarified a “qualified electrical
worker, Chapter 10.1
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Administrative 5/31/2012
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PREFACE

Title: JSC Safety and Health Handbook
P.1 PURPOSE

This document defines JSC’s Safety and Health Program and provides basic safety and health
requirements for the Johnson Space Center (JSC) and for other locations under JSC’s jurisdiction.
It is important that you follow the safety and health requirements that apply to your job.

P.2 APPLICABILITY

This handbook applies to anyone at JSC or JSC field sites, unless exempted in a specific chapter. For
this handbook, “JSC” includes all JSC sites in the Houston area such as Ellington Field and the Sonny
Carter Training Facility. “JSC field sites” are sites under JSC control outside the Houston area, such as
the White Sands Test Facility and El Paso Forward Operating Location. The handbook applies to
operations involving JSC personnel or equipment at non-JSC locations, including foreign countries.
See Chapter 1.3, paragraph 6, for more information on following standards at non-JSC locations. This
handbook applies to other contractors, grant recipients, or parties to agreements only to the extent
specified or referenced in the appropriate contracts, grants, or agreements

a. In this handbook, all mandatory actions (i.e., requirements) are denoted by statements
containing the term "shall." The terms: "may" or “can” denote discretionary privilege or
permission, “should” denotes a good practice and is recommended, but not required, “will”
denotes expected outcome, and “are/is” denotes descriptive material.

b. In this handbook, all document citations are assumed to be the latest version unless otherwise
noted.

c. The following table tells you who must follow this handbook.

If you. .. Then you shall follow . . .

Are a NASA civil service employee This handbook unless you work at a site that involves
unique military equipment and operations

Are a contractor at JSC This handbook as called out in your contract. Prime
contractors must flow down these requirements to
subcontractors

Work at a JSC field site as a civil service All chapters that don’t exempt you and local requirements

employee or contractor employee that meet the intent of any chapter that exempts you

If a chapter exempts you, develop your own requirements
that meet the intent of that chapter

The local Safety and Mission Assurance Office or
equivalent carries out the responsibilities of the Safety and
Test Operations Division at your site

Are a non-NASA or non-contract This handbook while you are on JSC property
employee
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d.

If you are a federal employee working in a private employer’s facility, you are covered by the
JSC safety and health program. Although NASA may not have the authority to correct
hazardous conditions in a private sector workplace, NASA makes sure your working conditions
are safe and healthful. NASA does this by administrative controls or personal protective
equipment, or your withdrawal from the private employer’s facility.

If you are a private employer, neither Executive Order 12196, “Occupational Safety and Health

Programs for Federal Employees,” nor this handbook relieves you or your employees of any

rights or responsibilities under the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA).

This Handbook takes precedence over all other JSC documentation in safety and health,

except for more stringent requirements that individual JSC organizations develop. The

following requirements apply:

(1) If your organization has more stringent requirements than are in this Handbook, you shall
follow them.

(2) In the case of differences between the requirements of this Handbook and other NASA,
federal, state, or local requirements, you shall follow the more stringent requirements.

(3) If you find any less stringent JSC requirements than are in this Handbook, or any
differences between the requirements of this Handbook and other NASA, federal, state, or
local requirements, bring them to the immediate attention of the JSC Director, the Safety
and Mission Assurance Directorate, or the Human Health and Performance Directorate.

You don’t need to read this entire Handbook. You need to be familiar with the elements of

JSC'’s safety and health program, and the requirements that apply to your job. Use the

Handbook to find specific requirements, as you need them. This Handbook contains several

features to help you find the requirements you need:

(1) Table of contents

(2) Subject index

(3) Chapter titles

(4) Chapter introductions that tell you who has to follow that chapter

(5) The table below tells you which parts apply to what jobs:
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If your job or facility operations
involve . . .

Then you shall follow . . .

Any work at JSC or JSC field sites

Part 5, Safety and health practices for
everyone

Working with batteries

Working with lasers

Working in warehouses

Preparing or serving food

Working with cryogenic liquids or gases

Handling new or unique hardware

Working in chemical or research laboratories
Doing test operations

Entering confined spaces or controlled areas
Working with compressed gases or breathing gases

Use chemical alarms in your work area

Part 6, Safety and health requirements for
certain hazardous tasks

Working in noisy areas
Wearing a respirator
Working with ionizing or nonionizing radiation

Coming in contact with biohazards, blood, or body fluids

Part 7, Health protection practices

Working in machine shops

Working with electricity

Welding, cutting, or brazing

Lifting materials

Working with hand or power tools

Working on ladders, scaffolds, or elevated platforms

Working where fall protection is required

Part 8, Safety and health practices for
manufacturing, installation, repair, and
maintenance

Working with or transporting hazardous materials

Part 9, Safety and health practices for
hazardous materials

Designing or constructing JSC facilities
Operating hazardous or complex facilities

Part 10, Safety and health practices for JSC
facilities and facility systems

Overseeing contracts or grants at JSC
Participating on a Source Evaluation Board

Part 11, Safety and health requirements for
JSC contracts and purchases

Working near or with asbestos-containing materials

Part 12, Asbestos Control Requirements
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P.3 AUTHORITY
JPD 1700.3, “JSC Safety and Health Policy”
P.4 APPLICABLE DOCUMENTS AND FORMS

The numerous references cited throughout the Handbook are listed found in Appendix C. The
numerous forms referenced are listed in Appendix D.

P.5 MEASUREMENT/VERIFICATION:

Measurements of various items addressed in the Handbook are listed in individual chapters.
P.6 CANCELLATION:

This handbook replaces JPR 1700.1J.

Approved:
Original Signed by

William S. McArthur
Director, Safety and Mission Assurance

Distribution:
JDMS
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