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National Aeronautics and Space Administration

PREPARING FOR THE STORM
Know the storm surge history and elevation of your area. Emergency 
management agencies such as FEMA and the National Weather Service can 
help with this information. 
 
Learn a safe primary and alternate evacuation route inland.  
 
If your plans call for evacuation, decide ahead of time where you are going 
and know what you will take with you.
 
Inventory your property, with video equipment if possible, and review your 
insurance policies to ensure adequate coverage is provided. Remember, 
flood insurance must be in effect before a storm enters the Gulf of Mexico.
 
Review needs and working condition of emergency equipment, such as 
first-aid kits, flashlights, battery-powered radios, nonperishable food, water 
containers for a 2-week supply, camping stove with fuel, and plywood and 
plastics necessary to properly secure your home.

Keep trees and shrubbery trimmed. Cut weak branches and trees that 
could fall against the house.
 
Make arrangements for pets ahead of time. They are not allowed in 
shelters. (A guide for preparing your pet for evacuation will be published later 
in this series.) 
 
Keep and store all legal documents in one easy-to-move, secure container 
or safe. Make an inventory of documents, photos, and other irreplaceable 
articles that need to be taken in case of evacuation. 
 
Plan for a well-stocked emergency supply kit.  
(See back of page for suggestions.)
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